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The comics medium: these are some basic titles that you can use as reference materials as well as 

introductory (and advance) readings about comics from varied perspectives: formal, historical, critical… 

 

 

Booker, M. Keith. 2010. 

Encyclopedia of comic books and 

graphic novels. Santa Barbara, 

Calif.: Greenwood. 

 

Eisner, Will. 2005. Comics 

and sequential art. Tamarac, 

FL : Poorhouse Press. 

 

Eisner, Will. 2008. Graphic 

storytelling and visual 

narrative. New York : W.W. 

Norton. 

 

Gravett, Paul. 2005. Graphic 

novels: Stories to change 

your life. London: Aurum. 

 

McCloud, Scott. 1994. 

Understanding comics. New  

York, NY : HarperPerennial 

  

Sabin, Roger. 1996. 

Comics, comix, and 

graphic novels. 

London: Phaidon 

 

 

Versaci, Rocco. 2007. This book 

contains graphic language: 

Comics as literature. New York: 

Continuum. 

 

 Wolk, Douglas. 2007. Reading 

comics: How graphic novels 

work and what they mean. New 

York, NY: Da Capo Press 

To stay up-to-date: 

DiamondBookShelf: 

http://www.diamondbookshelf.com/ 

Graphic Novel Reporter: 

http://graphicnovelreporter.com/  

No Flying No Tights: http://noflyingnotights.com/   

Paul Gravett: http://www.paulgravett.com/   

PW – The Beat: comicsbeat.com/ 
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Library issues and selection tools: these titles focus on the intersection between libraries and comics. 

They tend to combine selections of titles with articles that help to tackle basic issues related to 

collection management, organization, programming, censorship… 

 

 

Brenner, Robin E. 2007. 

Understanding manga and 

anime. Westport, Conn.: 

Libraries Unlimited. 

 

Cornog, Martha & Perper, T. 2009. 

Graphic novels beyond the basics. 

Santa Barbara, CA: Libraries 

Unlimited.  

 

Goldsmith, Francisca. 2010. 

The readers' advisory guide 

to graphic novels. ALA 

readers' advisory series. 

Chicago: ALA. 

 

Lyga, Allyson & Lyga, Brian. 

2004. Graphic novels in  

your media center. Westport, 

Conn.: Libraries Unlimited.  

 

 

Pawuk, Michael. 2007. 

Graphic novels: A genre 

guide to comic books, 

manga, and more. 

Genreflecting advisory 

series. Westport, Conn.: 

Libraries Unlimited. 

 

Robins, Scott & Snow Wildsmith. 

2012. The Grown-Up Guide to 

Kids' Comics: Choosing Titles Your 

Kids Will Love. Iola, WI: Krause 

Pub. 

 

 

Serchay, David S. 2008. The 

librarian's guide to graphic 

novels for children and 

tweens.  New York: Neal-

Schuman. 

 

Serchay, David S. 2010. The 

librarian's guide to graphic 

novels for adults. New York: 

Neal-Schuman. 

 

Weiner, Robert G. 2010. Graphic 

novels and comics in libraries and 

archives: Essays on readers, 

research, history and cataloging. 

Jefferson, N.C.: McFarland & Co. 

Publishing. 

 


